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ART

The Sp|r|t of Soweto in the City

THAMI TSHABALALA

o township or black-
oriented art done by black ar-
level

street level, and although the
genre and style and execution of
the works on display in my gal-
lery and Haeng:s gallery are
different, I havefomdnmnto
xmpombletoputupasmahwt
Art Gallery. Haenggi

mwm‘thearabwtn. Sibeko

Haenggi agreed that he had
objected to Sibeko putting up a
sign. He also said he paid extra
to the owner of the building for
the use of the sign.

the regulation height, for in-
stance. And it would not be seem-
ly for a city like Johannesburg to
have a clutter of signs as in, say,
Bombay,” he said.

Sibeko has also not been able
to put up a sign at foot level,
which means that the stand with

“At one point we had to call in
the owner of the building as me-
diator,” Sibeko said. “After listen-
ing to our case, he said that who-
ever was dissatisfied could leave.
Mr Haenggi did not leave. And 1

did not leave.”

Born on July 7, 1940, in Orlan-
do East in a family numbering
seven children, he has had to
make his own way in the world,
which has seen him spending
time in one of Soweto’s
(in)famous shack communities,
the squatter camp.

He is largely self-taught and
holds no prestigious certificates
from illustrious institutions of
fine art, but his quiet determina-
tion and a God-given gift for

mﬁ!hlswork.luylooﬁerhlmn
price commensurate with the
quality of the work. It is common
knowledge that a lot of galleries
rip off black artists,” Sibeko said.
“But should I however, not be
able to buy, we discuss the worth
of the painting with the artist and
from the sale of that work, I take
a commission. But art being
what it is, a client will at times
offer less than the stipulated
amount, in which case I forfeit
my commission.” He shrugs.

The by-laws governing the
of business in the city are

having to shut shop at a
hour does not help. But
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Peter Sibeko . . .

owner of the Soweto Art
Gallery.




